[bookmark: _GoBack]Fewer people view college education as part of ‘American Dream’
In 1986, a full 68 percent of Americans said that they viewed going to college as a big part of the American Dream. Today, according to a new poll, 52 percent do. This was one of the findings in a major new Washington Post-Miller Center Poll that looked at how Americans have changed how they define success in America and how they view the country’s future. The results are sobering.
According to this story in the Washington Post by several colleagues:
*Two-thirds of people say they are concerned about meeting their family’s basic living expenses, compared with less than half four decades ago.
*More than half of Americans doubt they will get a raise or will find a better-paying job in the next five years, and more than six in 10 workers are worried that they will lose their jobs.
*Only 39 percent of Americans said they believe their children will have a better standard of living than they have, even though 54 percent of the respondents said they have a better life than their parents.
*More than three-quarters say it has become more difficult in recent years to pay for college, and more than half say colleges are not preparing students for today’s economy well enough.
Americans clearly see the future in a less positive light than they did not long ago. Particularly troubling is the view that a higher education isn’t a big part of the “American dream,” especially at a time when most of the thriving economic sectors involve some level of higher education.
Here’s some more information from the poll:
[turn to back side]
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DEFINING THE DREAM

Q: Percentage who say this is “very much” what they understand the
American Dream means:
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FRUSTRATIONS AND STRUGGLES

Q: Thinking over the past few years, would you say it has become easier
or harder for people like you'to ... or hasn't it changed much?
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HOW TO GET AHEAD AND ROADBLOCKS.

Q: Which one of the following do you think is most important for getting

ahead financially?
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THE PRESENT AND FUTURE

Q: What do you think is more likely over the next few years in terms of

your social class ... ?
M Willmove up 1 Will slip backwards I Willstay the same (vol)
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Q: Compared to your parents when they were the age you are now, do
you thinkyour own standard of livingis . .. ?

M Better = Aboutthesame [ Worse

‘Selfdescribed social class
Upper Middle

Q:When your children are the age you are now, do you think their
standard of iving will be ... ?
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* Upper class includes "upper” and *upper middie® lower class includes "lower”
and "lower middie.”

 Full resuits and exact question wording and order Is avallable
| atwashingtonpost.com/polls.




