
Start Strong – The Power of the Hook
Let’s pretend you’re writing a literary analysis essay on a short story and you’ve decided 
the writer’s theme is that failure is a more valuable experience than success. Now, that sounds 
like a solid, arguable point upon which to build an essay. However, you can’t just begin your 
introductory paragraph with your thesis. Oh no, the thesis belongs at the end of the introductory 
paragraph. Instead, you’ll need to start with a hook, an attention-grabber that will pull your 
reader into the heart of your essay. 

After the hook (which could be one to several sentences), you’ll need to 
include a bridge phrase before your brief story summary. Check out the 
hook + bridge combos below. Use something like this on your essay 
and I’ll be smiling, not frowning, as I begin to grade your paper. 
That’s what you want, right?

Hook Ideas:

1. Use an analogy or metaphor:
 

2. Famous quote:
 

3. Turn a cliche on its head:

4. A shocking statement:
 

 

5. And never, ever, ever begin with a question:
  (Ugh.)
 (Yawn.)
 (Please stop. Please.)


